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THE volume of traffic on our roads today demands the utmost 
care and alertness by all road users. 


As a user of the road you have many duties and responsi- 
bilities. The first is to make sure that no action of yours brings 
danger to any person on the road. 


The Road Code is designed to help you in this whether you 
are a driver, pedestrian, motor cyclist, cyclist, or horseman. 


This booklet summarises what you need to know of road 
' safety rules and the general traffic law and, in addition, gives 
much sound advice based on experience. 


Pedestrians who commit a breach of the traffic law are liable 
to a fine of up to £5. Breaches of most of the other traffic rules 
carry penalties up to £50. Special penalties involving loss of 
driving licence are provided for certain driving offences which 
are particularly dangerous. The Code draws attention to these. 


You and your family should know all those portions of the 
Code with which you are concerned. — 


Those rules which form part of the traffic law 


are printed in red. 








Keep to the footpath. 


FOR PEDESTRIANS 


Never loiter on the roadway or on a pedestrian crossing. 


Cross the road at right angles. 


Use a pedestrian crossing if you are within 60 ft. of one. 


Obey the signals of a traffic officer. 
At traffic lights, wait for the ““cRoss Now” > — 


4) signal. 


If there are no special pedestrian signals, cross only with the green light. 


Walking Along the Road Where There is No Footpath 





Walk on the right of the road to 

face oncoming traffic, provided 

you have a reasonably clear view 

ahead. Keep close to the edge of 

the road. If you can, walk on the 
grass verge. 
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At night wear light coloured cloth- 

ing or carry something white — a 

sheet of newspaper will do. Better 
still, carry a torch. 





Crossing the Street 


STOP AT THE KERB before you cross and look both ways. 
If the road is clear, walk smartly, straight across the road. 
You are safer on a pedestrian crossing. The motorist or cyclist must 


give way to you on your half of the crossing but be sensible and wait 
for a gap in the traffic. 


At night cross near a street light. 
At all intersections, watch for traffic which may be turning the corner. 


If you have to cross from between parked vehicles, or from round a 
tram or bus, take extra care to see that there is no traffic coming. 

When you get off a bus, wait until it has moved off before you start 
to cross the street. You will then have a much better view of approaching 
traffic. 


Some Points for Parents 


When you are out on the road or street with your children, set them 
a good example. 


- Encourage your children in road safety by helping them to practise 
their kerb drill and the other safety rules they have been taught in school. 


See that they— 
Leave home early for school. Children who leave late may in their 
haste fail to take care. 
Play in safe places. Do not allow your children to play on the 
road or even on the footpath. When playing on the footpath, 
children often run onto the road without looking. 


Never wait for your child across the street, for example from a school 
or bus. The child, excited to see you, may dash across without looking. 





FOR ALL MOTOR DRIVERS 





Alcohol and Driving 


You must not drive under the influence of drink or a drug. 
There are special penalties— 


For causing injury or death through driving under the influence of 
drink or a drug — up to £500 fine or 5 years’ imprisonment AND 
(unless the Court orders otherwise) automatic cancellation of the licence 
for at least 12 months or, for a second offence, for at least 5 years. 


For driving or attempting to drive while under the influence of drink 
or a drug — up to £100 fine or 3 months’ imprisonment AND (unless 
the Court orders otherwise) automatic cancellation of the licence for at 
least 12 months or, for a second offence, for at least 5 years. 


For being in charge of a motor vehicle while under the influence of 
drink or a drug (although not atrenieine to drive) — up to £50 fine. The 
licence may be cancelled. 


Alcohol creates a feeling of false security and exhilaration. while, at 
the same time it affects your reaction time and warps your judgment 
of speed and distance. 


~ Obviously, a person whose senses are blurred by alcohol should not 
drive. But it must be remembered that an amount of alcohol which 
may leave you quite sober as a pedestrian may well make you unsafe 
behind the wheel of a car. 

It is your responsibility to decide whether you will drive after you 
have been drinking. But you should be warned that alcohol, even a 
little alcohol, will have the double effect of making you drive worse 
yet making you think that you are driving better. The best rule is — don’t 
drive after drinking. 


Dangerous Driving 


You must not drive in a reckless, negligent, or dangerous manner. 
There are special penalties— 

Up to £100 fine or imprisonment for 3 months AND automatic 
cancellation of licence for at least 28 days, unless the Court orders 
otherwise. 

If causing injury or death, up to =u fine or imprisonment up to 
5 years. 





Keeping to the Left 
Keep to the left of the road. 





Keep strictly to the left of the centre line at bends or near the crest 
of a rise where you cannot see clearly ahead for at least 100 yards. 


Conviction for an offence against this requirement involves the loss 
of your driver’s licence for at least 28 days, unless the Court orders 
otherwise. 


Slower drivers should pull well over to the left and stop if necessary 
to let following traffic go by. 





Speed 


Drive at a safe speed. 

Conviction for driving at a dangerous speed makes you liable for a 
fine up to £100 or 3 months’ imprisonment AND involves the loss of 
your driver’s licence for at least 28 days unless the Court orders 
otherwise. 

Never travel so fast that you cannot stop within half the distance of 
clear road you can see ahead. 

When you are driving behind another vehicle, adjust your speed and 
position so that you will always be able to:stop within the length of | 
clear road behind the other vehicle. 


Legal Speed Limits 


On the Open Road— 

50 miles an hour for cars, light trucks, and motor cycles without 
pillion passengers. 

40 miles an hour for light vehicles with trailers. 

40 miles an hour for buses or service cars. 

40 miles an hour for learner motor cyclists. 

40 miles an hour for motor cycles with pillion passengers. 

30 miles an hour for heavy trucks. 

30 miles an hour for motor cyclists not wearing an approved safety 
helmet or when a pillion passenger has no approved helmet. 

In a 30-mile-an-hour Area— 
For power cycles, 20 miles an hour. 
For other vehicles, 30 miles an hour. 
In a Limited Speed Zone— 

30 miles an hour when, because of weather conditions, poor visibility, 
the presence of children, the density of traffic, the condition of 
the road or other similar reason, speeds higher than 30 miles an 
hour would not be safe. 

Approaching a Railway Crossing— 

15 miles an hour. 

Passing a School Bus Stopped to Let Children On or Off— 

10 miles an hour. 


These are the maximum speeds permitted; but adjust your speed to 
suit— 

The traffic conditions. 

The type of road. 

The weather conditions. 

The presence of pedestrians or cyclists. 

Your own ability. 





Follow at These Distances— 


30 m.p.h., 3 car lengths. 


40 m.p.h., 4 car lengths. 





oe ne ee nN 50 m.p.h., 5 car lengths. 


Watch for the stop light on the car in front. 





This sign shows you are entering a Special speed restriction. The 
30 mile speed limit area. number on the sign shows the maxi- 
mum speed in miles an hour. 





This sign shows you are entering a 
Limited Speed Zone. 





Temporary speed restriction. These 
are used where there is danger or 
risk of damage to the road. 





Speed limit ceases. Open road 
limits apply. 


At Railway Crossings 


Change into a lower gear before you reach the crossing. This will 
give you more control and will lessen the risk of stalling. However, 
make sure your gears are properly ones eee: 





Slow down to 15 miles an hour _ Where there is a STOP sign, stop 
before you get to the crossing clear of the line 


Before you start to cross, make certain that the line is clear in both 
directions. 

Do not attempt to cross if warning bells are ringing or warning lights 
are flashing. 

Take particular care where there are double tracks. There may be 
trains in both directions. 


Do not attempt to cross the line unless you are sure that you. can get 
right over.and not be held up on the crossing by other traffic. 


The School Bus 


When passing or meeting a school bus which has stopped to let’ 
children on or off, slow down to 10 miles an hour or less. 
Watch especially. for children crossing the road. Be ready to stop. 


At Traffic Lights 


_ Stop for a red or amber light. Go on the green signal only. 

Watch for a special green arrow signal which in some places permits 
traffic to proceed in the direction of the arrow even though the main 
signal is red. 

When turning, go on the green signal ahead of you but, if turning 
right, give way to traffic coming straight sae Give way to pedes- | 
trians crossing with the lights. - 


Approaching a Pointsman 


Obey the signals of the officer, 


It will help the OMe if you signal clearly which way you want to 
go we 22). 





Intersections 


Accidents happen frequently at intersections and you should take the 
_ greatest care at these places. Study carefully the advice given here and 
~ the rules for traffic movement at intersections. 


General. 
Before you get to the intersection, be prepared to stop if need be. 


Right Hand Rule 


Where there are no traffic lights, a pointsman, or stop sign— 
Always give way to trams. 
Give way to traffic on your right, including cyclists. 
If you‘are turning to the right, give way to all other traffic. / 
ieee two vehicles are turning to the right, neither has the right 
of way. . 


Do. not assume that, because you have the right of way, you will — 
’ always receive it. Make sure first. | 





‘*B’? gives way to ‘‘A’’, the 
vehicle on his right 





“B”? (turning right) gives way to Neither vehicle has ‘right of way 
ae 6499 _ Since both are turning right 


Intersections—continued 


At a STOP Sign 
STOP 
Then carry on only after you are sure the way is clear and you can 
proceed in safety. 
Give way to all approaching traffic. 





Traffic Lanes at an Intersection 
Where traffic lanes are marked, use the correct lane for the way you 
wish to go. 
When leaving an intersection, follow the directions shown by lanes 
or road markings or a traffic sign. 
As soon as you can do so safely, move back onto the left of the road. 


When Turning at an Intersection (or into a Driveway) 
. Slow down and signal your intention well before you reach the 
intersectlon— ae 

In a built-up area at least 30 yards from the corner. 
On the open road, at least 100 yards before the corner. 
If your vehicle has no signalling equipment, use the “slow down’’ 
signal (page 22) when turning left. 
Change into a lower gear; it will make the turn easier. 
Check for following traffic. 
Look each way for approaching traffic. 
When turning, look out for pedestrians, particularly children, who 
may be crossing the street. 
On the open road, because of the higher traffic speeds, still greater 
care is needed. 





Intersections—continued 


Making a Right Turn in a 30-mile-an-hour Area 





Move out towards the centre of the street; but do not cross 
on to the wrong side. When all is clear, turn as directly as you 
can with safety. 


Making a Right Turn Where Traffic Lanes are Marked 





Wait in your correct lane at the entrance to the intersection 
until the way is clear. Then make your turn as quickly and directly 
as you can with safety. 


11 





Intersections—continued 


Making a Right Turn on the Open Road (Without Marked Lanes) 


This is the safe way— 


PR 
at 
. AW 

N 





Watch for oncoming and overtaking traffic and stop if necessary as 
far as you can to the left. When the way is clear make your turn. 


_ Making a Left Turn (in 30-mile-an-hour Areas and on the Open Road) 


Move as close as possible to the left of the road you are leaving. 
Where traffic lanes are marked, use the left turn lane. 


Wait until your path is clear and then turn into the other road keeping 
as close as practicable to the left. throughout the whole movement. 


It is helpful to other traffic to signal that you intend to turn left. 
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Overtaking Rules 


Overtake other vehicles on the right, except only— 
(i) Trams. 
(ii) At intersections, but only under certain circumstances’ - 
(pages 14 and 15). 
(iii) When directed by a traffic officer. 


- Before overtaking— 


Be sure the view ahead is clear for at least 100 yards. To be safe 
from an oncoming vehicle this minimum length of clear view is 
necessary until you get back into line. 


Conviction for an offence against this requirement nsalves the 
loss of your driver’s licence for 28 days unless the Court orders 
- otherwise. 
Check behind for other traffic. 


Give a pulling out signal (page 22). 


':After passing, do not pull back into line until you are well clear. 
Never speed up and try to prevent another driver from passing you. 


Do NOT overtake— 


On or approaching a blind bend, the crest of a hill, or where a 
‘no passing” line is marked on the roadway. 


Conviction for an offence against this requirement involves the 
loss of your driver’s licence for 28 days unless the Court orders 
otherwise. 
Another vehicle at or within 30 ft. before a railway crossing. 
Any vehicle which has stopped at a railway crossing to give way 
to a rail vehicle. 


Any vehicle slowing down or stopped to = pedestrians cross on 
a pedestrian crossing. 


A tram stopped to let passengers on or off 


Another vehicle which has stopped at an intersection to give way 
to other traffic (except as explained on pages 14 and 15). 


Another vehicle at or within 30 ft. before an intersection (except 
as explained on pages 14 and 15).- 
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Overtaking at Intersections 


In general it is unsafe (and an offence) to overtake at or approaching 
an intersection (see page 13). 


Under the following circumstances you may overtake another vehicle 
on the left, but it is your responsibility to make sure the movement can 
be made safely. 


In a 30-mile-an-hour area, ‘‘A’’ 

may overtake ‘‘B’’ on the left 

IF ‘‘B”’ is stationary or has sig- 
nalled a right turn. 





Also (in a 30-mile-an-hour area) on leaving the intersection, “‘A’? may 
overtake “‘B’’ on the left IF-— 


‘‘B”? has made a right turn IF ‘BR’? has made a right 
and ‘‘A’’ has gone straight OR turn and ‘‘A’’ has turned 


through left. 
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Overtaking at Intersections—continued 


Where traffic lanes are marked (either on the open road or in 30-mile- 
an-hour areas) ‘‘A”’ may overtake ““B”’ on the left IF— 


‘*B”? is in his correct lane OR IF ‘‘B’”’ has signalled a 
to go straight through 


right turn. 





Also (where traffic lanes are marked) on leaving the intersection, 
**“A”’ may overtake ““B”’ on the left IF— 


‘‘B”’ has made a right turr IF ‘‘B’’ has made a right 
and ‘‘A’’ has gone straight OR turn and ‘‘A’’ has turned 
through left. 





15 


\\ \\ \ 
Vebeas \. \ At (hh hy 4 INGEN 


iy Wi f 
SW Met at 





At “NO PASSING” lines, that is, where ae is is a solid line on 
YOUR side of the centre line 
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Night Driving 
Night driving is more dangerous than day driving. 
Drive within the range of your headlights. 
Dip your lights— 
For oncoming traffic. 
For a pointsman. 
When following another vehicle. 
When street lighting gives you good visibility. 
When you stop. 

Do not drive with only sidelights or dimmed lights. 

Great care is necessary in poor weather. Dust and film cut down 
visibility. Keep your windscreen and head lamps clean. A piece of 
newspaper makes a good cleaner. 

Stop and rest if you are sleepy. You can help prevent drowsiness by 
driving with at least one window open. 

Tinted glasses cut down your vision. Unless prescribed by an optician | 
or eye specialist, they should not be worn at night. 

At dusk, put your lights on early. It will make it easier for other 
drivers to see you. 

Blinding another driver by the glare of your lights is inconsiderate - 
and dangerous. 

If you are dazzled, slow down. Jf you cannot see, stop. When you 
pass approaching vehicles, watch the left-hand side of the road and 

keep well to the left. Avoid looking into the oncoming lights. 
.Watch for pedestrians and cyclists on the road at night. They often 
run risks because they do not realise that drivers cannot see them. 


ke DON'T OUTDRIVE YOUR HEADLIGHT RANGE 







—— SEEING DISTANCE — 


=. STOPPING DISTANCE —— 


DIP YOUR LIGHTS FOR ONCOMING TRAFFIC (auamemme 
ae 
ee OES 


aaa 


DIP YOUR LIGHTS WHEN FOLLOWING OTHER VEHICLE 





Ly. 


Winter Driving | 


Make sure your vehicle is in condition for winter driving. 


Have these items checked— 3 
Lights Windscreen wipers 


Brakes Steering 
~ Tires 


When driving— 


Get the ‘‘feel” of the road. Try your brakes cautiously to get the 
feel of the surface. 


Keep the windscreen clean and clear. An open window will help to 
stop windscreen mist. 


Follow at a safe distance. Keep well back from the car ahead. It 
takes longer to stop when the road is wet or icy. 


Pump your brakes gently to stop. Jamming on the brakes may 
throw the car into a dangerous skid. : 


In fog, dip your lights. You will see more easily. 





If You Get Into a Skid 


Do NOT— — 


Jam on your brakes or use 
the clutch. 


Instead You Should— 


Leave the clutch engaged, 
take your foot off the accelera- 
tor, and then turn the front 
wheel into the direction of the 
skid. As the car straightens out 
straighten your front wheels. 
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You — and the Pedestrian 


Before coming to a pedestrian crossing, slow down so that you can 
stop if need be. 

Give way to pedestrians on your half of pedestrian crossings — they 
have the right of way. 

Do not overtake any vehicle which is slowing down or has stopped 
to let a pedestrian cross on a pedestrian crossing. 


When a school patrol sign is extended at a pedes- 
trian crossing, stop and do not proceed until the 
sign at each side has been withdrawn. 

When passing parked vehicles, watch for pedes- 
trians who may step out suddenly.: Near schools, 
bus and tram stops and pedestrian crossings, slow 
down and be ready to stop. 


Have patience with the hesitation of elderly pedestrians or those 
who may be crippled or blind. Some pedestrians, because of deafness 
or poor eyesight, may not be aware of your approach. 

Take special care where there may be children. Youngsters are 
impulsive and are not always aware of the dangers of traffic. Be on 
your guard in case they rush across the street. 





At Pedestrian Crossings 





Driver can proceed. The driver Pedestrian has right of way. Driver 

does not have to stop for a pedes- must stop for pedestrian crossing 

trian on the other half of the . on his half of the roadway. 
crossing. 


School Patrols 


’ Vehicles from both directions must 
stop and remain stopped until the 
- Signs are withdrawn after the whole 
crossing is clear. 





Parking and Stopping 


_ You may not stop, stand, or park a vehicle— 
a due care and reasonable consideration for others using the 
road. 
On the roadway where it is practicable to park off the roadway. 
On any footpath. 
On an intersection. 
On a pedestrian crossing. 
- Closer than 20 ft. before a pedestrian crossing. 
Opposite a safety zone. 
Within 20 ft. of either side of a tram or bus stop. 

‘Near any corner, bend, rise, safety zone, or intersection where your 
yell might obstruct other traffic or another driver’s view of the 
road. 

In front of a vehicle entrance. 
Within 6 ft. of a fire plug. 
Alongside another parked vehicle. 
Anywhere where signs or markings indicate that stowping: standing, 
or parking is prohibited. 
‘Where parking is restricted, you must comply with the restrictions. 





Parking prohibited, except for stops ap to 5 minutes. Arrows on signs 
show direction of restriction. 





Parking permitted. The number on Other vehicles may not stop, stand 

the sign shows time limit in or park in area indicated. Similar 

minutes. Arrows show the direc- signs are used for taxi stands, tram 
tion of restriction. stops, and so on. — 
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Parking and Stopping—continued 
Always park parallel to the roadway and as close as you can to the - 
side unless angle parking is indicated by a sign or lines painted on the 
road. 7 : 
At night, unless your vehicle is clearly visible at 150 ft., you must not 
leave it parked on the road without lights. 
When parking on a steep grade, make sure the vehicle will not run 
_ away if the brakes should fail. Turn the front wheels towards the kerb. 
_ Before you open the door, make sure you will not endanger or 
inconvenience other traffic. Watch carefully for cyclists. It is better 
to get out on the left-hand side away from the traffic. 
When you sicw down to park, or when you pull away from the kerb, 
give the correct hand signals (page 22). 
Before you pull out from a parking place, make sure the way is clear. 
When reversing, make certain that all is clear behind you. Look out 
for small children. Wherever possible, have someone stand at the rear 
of your vehicle to guide you. 
If you have a breakdown, get your vehicle as far off the roadway as 
you can. | 





How to Park in a Confined Space 


1. Pull alongside and parallel with the car you wish to park 
behind. 

2. Begin to back slowly. When you have gone about 2 ft., turn 
your wheels to the left on full lock. 


3. When your front bumper will just clear the rear bumper of 
the car ahead turn your wheels to the right on full lock. 


4. Straighten the wheels then move forward into the correct 
parking position. 
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Your Signals 


Before you turn to the right, stop or slow down, or walls out from a 
parking place, or pull out to pass, give a good clear signal well in 
advance of your movement so that others can have a reasonable 
warning of your intentions. 

If, because of the size of your vehicle or its load, your hand signals 
cannot be clearly seen by following traffic, you must fit approved 
mechanical signalling equipment. 


This signal means— 
I am going to turn to the right, or 

at oe I am going to pull over to pass a 

vehicle ahead or to drive round 

some obstruction on the road, 
or 

I am pulling out from a parallel 
parking position. 





This signal means J am about to slow down 
or to stop. 

If your vehicle has signalling eoaiement — 

“‘trafficators’’ or flashing lights — these may be 

used to indicate a turn or intention to pull out. 
The stop light may be used to indicate a stop 
or intention to slow down. 

Do not rely on signalling equipment or stop 
lights unless you are certain that they are 
working properly and can be seen clearly. 





When you approach a pointsman controlling traffic, let him know 
which way you want to go. 


These are the Signals 





I wish to turn to the I wish to turn to the I wish to go seen 
left right ahead 


For right or left turns, flashing lights or “‘trafficators’”? may 


be used. 


oe 


Traffic Signs 


Square-shaped signs indicate the need 
for extra caution near schools and hos- 
pitals, etc. 





Diamond-shaped signs indicate the need for extra caution due 
to the nature of the roadway. 





Typical Symbols 





Road turns sharp right Road curves to right | Crossroads ahead 





Road turns sharp right; local Road curves to left; local **S’’-bend 
road straight ahead road on right 
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YOUR CAR 





YOUR CAR MUST HAVE— 


A warrant of fitness, which holds good for six. months. A trailer 
also requires a warrant of fitness. To qualify for a warrant your 
car must have— 

Good brakes to stop promptly and hold securely. 

Efficient headlights properly adjusted. 

Good rear lights and reflectors. At least one red rear light, a light to 
illuminate your rear number plate, and two red reflectors. A trailer 
also requires a tail light and reflectors. 

Safe steering. 

An efficient apes ornate Gf your car was first registered after 1 De- 
cember 1951). 

A clear, clean windscreen. New windscreens must be of safety glass. 

A mechanically operated windscreen wiper. 

A rear vision mirror to give you a Clear view of the road behind. 

An effective horn; but not a bell, siren, or whistle. 

An efficient sun visor. 

Ready means of entrance and exit for both driver and passengers. 

Door catches which can be readily operated from both the inside 
and the outside. 


YOUR CAR MUST NOT HAVE— 


An ornament or fitting which might cause injury to anyone in case 
of an accident. 

Any light (except backing lights) shining to the rear which is not red 
or amber. 

Any red light or red reflector showing to the front. 


‘OUR CAR MAY HAVE, in addition to the required lights— 


One spot light with a movable beam. This must not be used to cause 
annoyance and must not interfere with the vision of anyone on the 
road. 

Not more than two backing lights permanently dipped and adjusted 
so that they can be used only in reverse gear or when the headlights 
are off. 

Two front side lights of low power. 

Two auxiliary headlights, permanently dipped, which come on only 
when the headlights are off. 

Two fog lights which may only be used under fog conditions when 
the headlights are off. 


You may have only two headlights or two auxiliary lights or two fog 
lights on at once. 
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Your Car—continued 


Your load may not overhang— 
In front, more than 18 in. 
In the rear, more than 4 ft. behind the body. 


Use a white cloth at least 18 in. by 9 in. to indicate any irregularity 
of the load. 


No part of the vehicle or its load may drag on the ground. 
The load must be secured safely.. 
Do not overload roof-top carriers. 


TRAILERS 


As well as the normal coupling, your trailer 
must have either— 
A safety chain or cable which will hold the 
trailer if the coupling breaks, or 
Brakes which will automatically hold the 
trailer if it comes adrift. 
If the trailer is over 2 tons loaded, it must have 
a separate brake under the control of the driver 
as well as a parking brake 





Your mirror must give you. good visibility of the road behind. eWlany 
exterior car mirrors, are quite ineffective when towing wide caravans. 

When towing a trailer or caravan, you will often have’ faster traffic 
waiting behind to pass. At the first suitable passing place, pull over and 
let this traffic go by. 

AT NIGHT— 


Your car must have a blue light in front; but only when a brailer is 
being towed. 


Your trailer must have a red tail light and reflectors. . 


If your trailer or its load is more than 7 ft. wide, it must have front 
marker lights to show its width. 


TOWING ANOTHER 
VEHICLE 


The space between vehicles must not be more 
than 12 ft. 

The towing connection must be safe and secure. 

At night, the towing connection must be lit 
from the front of the towed vehicle and the 
towed vehicle must have a red tail light. 








FOR MOTOR CYCLISTS 





YOUR MOTOR CYCLE MUST HAVE— 


A warrant of fitness, which holds good for six months. To qualify for 
awatrant your motor cycle must have— -- 

Efficient brakes. 

An efficient headlight properly adjusted. 

A good red tail light, an approved rear reflector, and a light to 
illuminate your rear number plate. 

Adequate footrests for both the rider and pillion rider. 

An effective silencer. 

An effective speedometer if your machine was first registered after 
1 December 1951. 

An effective horn; but not a bell, siren, or whistle. 


YOUR MOTOR CYCLE MUST NOT HAVE— 


An ornament or fitting which might cause injury to anyone in case 
of an accident. 

Any light shining to the rear which is not red or amber. 

Any red light or red reflector showing to the front. 


Passengers 


You may carry one pillion passenger behind the rider and sitting 
astride, facing forward, on a secure pillion seat. 

A learner may not carry a pillion passenger. 

With a sidecar, you may carry up to three passengers in all. 


Loading and Dimensions 


No part of the motor cycle or its load— 
May overhang the front of the machine by more than 2 ft. 
May extend behind the rear wheel by more than 3 ft. 
May be wider than 18 in. from the centre of the machine. 
May project more than 6 in. from the outer edge of the sidecar. 


You may not tow a trailer with a motor cycle. 


Safety Helmets 


The law requires motor cyclists and pillion passengers to wear 
approved safety helmets at speeds over 30 miles an hour. 
You are strongly recommended to wear a safety helmet whenever 
you are riding. 
The rules on pages 4 to 23 also apply to motor cyclists. 
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FOR POWER CYCLISTS 





YOUR POWER CYCLE MUST HAVE— 
An efficient headlight properly adjusted. If you cannot dip your 
- headlight, it must be set in a permanently dipped position. — 
An efficient red tail: light and an approved red reflector. 
A horn or bell; but not a siren or whistle. 


Efficient brakes, at least one on-each wheel. If the brake on the rear 
wheel is hand operated, it must be fitted so that you can work it 
with your left hand. 


YOUR POWER CYCLE MUST NOT HAVE— 


Any light shining to the rear which is not red or amber. 
Any red light or red reflector showing to the front. 
You are not allowed to carry any other person on a power cycle. 
_ You may not tow a trailer with a power cycle. Your power cycle may 
not be towed by any other vehicle. 
Your speed in 30-mile-an-hour areas must not exceed 20 miles an hour. 
Motorists often misjudge the speed of power cycles. You should, 
therefore, take extra care, particularly at intersections. 


The rules on pages 4 to 23 also apply to power cyclists. 


FOR CYCLISTS 


YOUR BICYCLE MUST HAVE— 
An efficient bell. . 
An efficient rear brake. 
An approved red reflector or reflecting tape. 
A rear white patch of at least 12 square inches or 
at least 8 square inches of red reflecting tape. 
AND at night— 
A white front light. 
A red rear light.. 
You are NOT allowed to have— 
A red light showing to the front. 
Any light except red shining to the rear. 








For Cyclists—continued 
Where there is a cycle track, use it. 


Do not ride— 


More i two abreast; but ride singly while overtaking another 
vehicle 


Abreast of any other vehicle except a cycle. 
Ona footpath. 
On a lawn or garden on the roadside. 
Your bicycle must not be towed by any other vehicle. 
If a pillion seat is fitted, the bicycle must have footrests for the passenger. 


If your bicycle has a seat or container for a child, there must be guards 
to protect the child’s legs from the wheel. 


Nearly all the rules on pages 4 to 23 also apply to cyclists. 


HORSE TRAFFIC 





When riding— 
Keep as far as practicable to the left. 
Keep the horse on the grass verge or road margin wherever possible. 
Do not ride more than two abreast. 
Do not ride on the right of any vehicle. 
Do not ride on a footpath, lawn or garden. , 
When a rider is leading a horse on a road, he must ride to the right of 
the led horse. On the road margin, he must ride his horse between the 
led horse and the roadway. 
At night, horse drawn vehicles must have a front white light on the 
right of the vehicle or.load and only a red light shining to the rear. 
A red light must not show to the front. ce 
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Broken Glass, etc., on Roads: 


The driver must remove any broken glass, sharp object or slippery . 
substance which falls from his vehicle. If the driver is injured, whoever 
removes the vehicle must remove the glass, etc. 


Unsafe. Vehicles 


A vehicle which is unsafe or with a dangerous load must not be 
driven on a road. 


Dangerous Riding on Vehicles 


No one may ride on any vehicle in a manner or position which might 
be liable to result in injury. 


Stop for Sirens ; 
A driver must stop or make way when signalled by a siren. 


_ Use of Horn 


The horn must be used only as a reasonable traffic warning. Except 
in an emergency, do not sound a horn in a 30-mile-an-hour area 
between eleven o’clock at night and seven o’clock in the morning. 


Loaded Firearms 
Do not carry loaded firearms in any vehicle. 


Stopping for Police or Traffic Officers 
You must stop when signalled by a police or traffic officer. 


Warrant of Fitness Wnen Selling Vehicles 


In general, any motor vehicle which is sold must have a warrant of 
fitness issued not more than thirty days previously. 


Flashing Traffic Lights 


Two red traffic lights flashing alternately, as at railway crossings, fire 
stations and airports, means stop and remain stopped until the hehts 
cease flashing. 

A single flashing amber light means proceed with caution. 


Breakdown on the Road 


If you see a vehicle which has a flat tire or breakdown, slow down 
before you pass. There will probably be people working about the vehicle. 





ACCIDENTS 





If you have an accident, stop immediately and give whatever assistance 
you can to anyone who has been injured. 


Do not shift any injured person except to get the person away 
from immediate danger from traffic or any risk of fire from spilled 
petrol. Handle injured persons with great care specially if there is 
any possibility of broken bones or if a pain in the back is complained 
of. 


Warn traffic so as to avoid further accident. Ask motorists or 
bystanders to help with this. 


Stop bleeding with dry dressings or clean handkerchiefs and firm 
manual pressure; bandage firmly with handkerchief or scarf. Avoid 
applying a tourniquet except as a last resort. 


Cover burns with dry dressings or clean handkerchiefs and bandage © 
with handkerchief or scarf. Severe burns requiring hospital treatment 
are best not touched at all. Do not apply any oil, lotion, or powder. 


Get help immediately. Get motorists and bystanders to summon 
ambulance, doctor, and police. 


Keep casualty lying down and warm. Use rugs or coats. 
Do NOT give alcoholic stimulant. 


Do NOT give cup of tea or other fluid — the casualty may require 
anaesthetic at hospital. 


Where anyone has been injured in an aaadeat the driver must report 
the accident to the police as soon as possible and not later than twenty- 
four hours after the accident. Also the owner must notify the insurance 
company covering his third party risk. If no one has been injured, you 
must supply your name and address to the owner or driver of any other 
vehicle which has been damaged. If other property has been damaged, 
you must give your name and address to the owner of the property. If 
you do not know the owner or driver of the other vehicle or the owner of 
the property, you must report the accident as soon as possible to the 
police or a traffic officer. 


If you have an accident insurance policy, notify your insurance com- 
pany as soon as possible after you have an accident. 
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This test is a useful preparation for the test of your knowledge of the 
rules of the road which you are given when you apply for a driver’s 
licence. All the answers can be found in the Road Code. 


What is the general rule regarding speed at all times? 

The maximum speed limit on the open road is ...... m.p.h.? 
Describe the road sign which shows you are entering a 30-mile-an- 
hour area. 

Describe the road sign for a limited speed zone. 

What speed limit applies within a limited speed zone — subject to 
what proviso. . 
Describe the road sign which shows you are leaving an area where 
speeds are restricted. 

The special speed limit at railway level-crossings is ...... m.p.h. 
The maximum speed at which you may pass a school bus stopped to 
let children on or Off is «2... m.p.h. 

The special speed limit when you are towing atraileris ...... m.p-.h. 


. What exceptions are there to the general rule that you overtake all 


vehicles, except trams on the right? 


. When another vehicle is about to overtake you, what must you be 


careful NOT to do? 


You may not overtake another vehicle unless you have a clear view 
of the road ahead for at least ....«. yards right throughout the 
overtaking movement. 


Give four occasions when you may not overtake other vehicles. 
Under what circumstances is passing a tramcar forbidden. 


Describe the operation of the right-hand rule at intersections not 
controlled by lights, a pointsman or a STOP sign. 


What signal should you give before you turn to the right or pull out 
from the kerb? 


What signal should you give before you slow down or stop? 


When you are turning to the right in a 30-mile-an-hour area or at an 
intersection where traffic lanes are marked, which part of the road 
do you move to before you make the turn? 


How often does a warrant of fitness have to be renewed? 

Is a rear-vision mirror compulsory ? 

What important feature is necessary for a new windscreen? 

What are the special requirements relating to the doors of a car? 
Does a trailer require a warrant of fitness? 


Describe the parking sign which indicates no parking, and that which 
indicates parking for a specified time. 
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A Self Test for Intending Motorists—continued 


Complete the following: 


You may not stop, stand or park a vehicle within ...... ft. of a 
fire plug. 
You may not stop, stand, or park a vehicle within ...... ft. before 
a pedestrian crossing. 

You may not stop, stand, or park a vehicle within ...... fts-0r 


either side of a bus or tram stop. 
Unless angle parking is indicated by lines on the road or a sign, 
you must park ...... the kerb. 


List ten other places where you are not alowed to stop, stand, or 
park a vehicle. . 


If you hear a siren sounding what must you do? 


Should you be involved in an accident, what is your first duty as a 
driver? 


If anyone causes broken a1s5 or a slippery substance to fall on the 
roadway, what must he do? 


What additional light is required for a vehicle towing a trailer? 
Specify the occasions when you must dip your headlights. 


Under what circumstances may you proceed when a red traffic light 
shows at an intersection? 


When an amber light shows as you approach an intersection, what. 
must you do? 


What are your duties, as a driver, at a nedesttian crossing ? 
Where there is a school patrol sign extended at a school crossing, 


-what must you do? 


Give the signal for— 
(a) Turning. to the right. 
(b) Slowing down or stopping. 


Additional Questions for Motor Cyclists 
While you are a learner with ““L”’ plates you are restricted to ...... 
m.p.h. on the open road. 


If you are not wearing a safety helmet, or your pillion passenger is 
not wearing one, your maximum speed on the open road is ...... 
m.p.h 


If you carry a pillion passenger, your motor cycle must be fitted 
VIG 5s os cto oe AnC,..2'. eae 


The maximum speed permitted on the open road with a pillion 
passenger-is: ss. m.p.h. 
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SPEED AND STOPPING 


Tests have shown that the average driver needs at least three-quarters 
of a second to get his foot to the brake pedal after seeing the danger. 


This table shows the distance it takes to stop a car at various speeds. 
This is under good conditions — it takes much further when the road is 
wet or icy, when you are tired or when your brakes or tires are not in 
first-class order. 


REACTION 28FT BRAKING DISTANCE 46FT 
25 MPH 
STOPPING DISTANCE 74FT 


REACTION 33Ff BRAKING DISTANCE 67FT 
30MPH 
STOPPING DISTANCE IOOFT 


REACTION 3GFT BRAKING DISTANCE 92FT 
35 MPH 
STOPPING DISTANCE [SOFT 


REACTION 44FT BRAKING DISTANCE 120 FY . 
40MPH 
STOPPING DISTANCE (64FT 


REACTION SOFT BRAKING DISTANCE 152 FT 
45 MPN 
STOPPING DISTANCE 202FT 


REACTION SSFT BRAKING DISTANCE 188 FT 
SOMPH 
STOPPING DISTANCE 243 FT 


. REACTION DISTANCE 66FT BRAKING DISTABEE 210 FT 
6omen (TUTTI TET 5 : tex ; 
TOTAL STOPPING DISTANCE 336FT 





IT TAKES LONGER TO STOP THAN MOST PEOPLE 
THINK 


SRS E: OWEN, GOVERNMENT PRINTER, 
WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND—1957 
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